

Admissions criteria for entry September 2026
Loughries Integrated Primary School 	Controlled Integrated Primary School
2 Ballyblack Road 	                                                                                            
NEWTOWNARDS 	                                                                                   
BT23 8SR		                                                                                        	                Enrolment No: 102                           
                                                                                                                                                 Admissions No. 15
Telephone:  028 9181 7528
E-Mail:  info@loughriesips.newtownards.ni.sch.uk   	                                            Principal:  Mrs J Thompson                  Website: www.loughriesips.com                                                        Chair of Board of Governors:  Mr Roy Lyttle

RESPECTIVE FUNCTIONS OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS AND PRINCIPAL IN RELATION TO ADMISSIONS

The Board of Governors draws up the admissions criteria and delegates to an Admissions Sub-Committee, which includes the Principal, the responsibility for applying these criteria.

When considering which children should be selected for admission, the Board of Governors will only consider information which is detailed on the application or provided directly to the school. Parents/Guardians should therefore ensure that all information pertaining to their child and relevant to the school’s admissions criteria is stated on the application or provided directly to the first preference school.  

As an integrated primary school, our core purpose is to educate Protestant and Catholic children together within an essentially Christian ethos. We also warmly welcome children of all faiths and none. The Board of Governors is committed to maintaining a balanced school community, aiming for approximately 40% Catholic, 40% Protestant, and 20% from other world religions or with no religious affiliation. Our integrated ethos is built on four key principles: Equality, Faith and Values, Parental Involvement and Social Responsibility. Parents can learn more about this ethos by consulting the Statement of Principles from the Northern Ireland Council for Integrated Education and our school prospectus, both available on our website.

To preserve the distinctive character of Loughries Integrated Primary School, we monitor the religious balance of our pupils. When applying online, parents are asked to indicate their child’s religious affiliation or community background (Catholic, Protestant, Other, or None). This information helps the Board of Governors ensure that the school maintains its integrated nature and monitors the balance within each academic year. 

Priority will be given to children resident in Northern Ireland at the time of their proposed admission to the school before those who are not so resident.

Priority will be given to children who will have attained compulsory school age at the time of their proposed admission, including those children whose parents deferred their admission to primary school in September 2025 as defined by the new School Age (NI) Act (both groups to be treated equally). 

Should any category be undersubscribed, then available places will be allocated to the unsuccessful applicants from oversubscribed categories applying the criteria set down regardless of faith. 

OPEN EVENTS 
The school Open Afternoon will be held on Thursday 4th December between 3pm and 4:30pm.  
A Coffee Morning will be held on Wednesday 7th January between 9:20am and 10:20am.

Tours with the Principal may be booked in December and January by contacting the school on (028) 91817528 or by emailing jthompson672@c2kni.net

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA 

[bookmark: _Hlk210119347]During the admissions procedure when applying the criteria punctual applications will be considered before late applications are considered.   The application procedure opens on 7 January 2026 at 12noon (GMT) and an application submitted by the closing date of 21 January 2026 at 12noon (GMT) will be treated as a punctual application.  An application received after 12noon (GMT) on 21 January 2026 and up to 4 pm on 26 January 2026 will be treated as a late application. This is also the last date and time for processing a change of preference in exceptional circumstances.  After 4 pm on 26 January 2026 no applications will be processed until after the close of procedure on 23 March 2026.

COMPULSORY SCHOOL AGE
Any child who reaches their 4th birthday on or before 1st July 2026 is of Compulsory School Age. Under the School Age (NI) Act which became law in Northern Ireland in April 2022, ‘compulsory school age’ also includes those children who deferred commencing Primary 1 in September 2025 as defined by the new School Age (NI) Act (both groups to be treated equally).

The religious affiliation/community background (Protestant, Catholic or Other/None) of a pupil will be determined by one of the following methods:
a) For parents/guardians applying for a place via the Education Authority’s online application you will be prompted to and must select your child’s religious affiliation when completing the form;

or

b) A Religious Affiliation Form can be obtained from our school website or school office if required or you can provide alternative written confirmation to our school.  Your Religious Affiliation Form/written confirmation of religion must be sent directly to our school by 4 pm 26 January 2026, 

or

c) If the parents/guardian(s) do not supply this required information, then the applicant will be deemed as being from the tradition with the greatest number of applicants.  

YEAR 1 INTAKE

Priority will be given to: - 

1. Children who, at the date of their application, have a child of the family* currently enrolled at the school.

2. Children for whom Loughries Integrated Primary School is the closest primary school to their permanent address.  This will be measured by Ordinance Survey Maps on radial distance from their home address to the front gate of Loughries Integrated Primary School.   

3. Children who are a Child Looked After.

4. Other children.

* Child of the family is defined using the Department of Education’s Circular 2025/13, Open Enrolment in     Primary Schools Annex 1 .

SUPPLEMENTARY CRITERION

In the event of over-subscription in any of the criteria 1-4 above, the following sub-criterion will be applied:

Using Ordinance Survey Maps ‘children who live closest to the school, as measured on the basis of radial distance from their home to the school’s front entrance gate, will be given priority’. Where 2 or more children live equidistant from the school, final selection will be made for admission on the basis of initial letter(s) of their surname as entered on their birth certificate in the order set out below:

D H J L O Q T W Y Mc A F K B M P U Z C G R Mac X V E I N S
  

(This order was determined by a randomised selection of letters of the alphabet.)


In the event of surnames beginning with the same initial letter the subsequent letters of the surname will be used in alphabetical order. In the event of two identical surnames the alphabetical order of initials of the forenames will be used.

DUTY TO VERIFY 

The Board of Governors reserves the right to require such supplementary evidence as it may determine to support or verify information on any application.
 
If the requested evidence is not provided to the Board of Governors by the deadline given, this will result in the withdrawal of an offer of a place.  Similarly, if information is supplied which appears to be false or misleading in any material way, the offer of a place will be withdrawn. 

 
WAITING LIST POLICY 

The school does not operate a waiting list.  After the Open Enrolment procedure has concluded, all applications will be considered on receipt and, if necessary, the above criteria will be applied. 
 
ADMISSION TO P2 – P7

The same criteria as for Y1.  

APPLICATIONS AND ADMISSIONS TO PRIMARY 1

	Year
	Total Applications
	Total Admissions

	2023/2024
	9
	9

	2024/2025
	9
	9

	*2025/2026
	3
	4



[bookmark: _Hlk210118077]The Total Admissions for year 2025/2026 includes all P1 children admitted to the school including those who have a statement of special educational needs and/or may be attending SPIMS.
(SPIMS = Specialist Provision in Mainstream School)
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